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Continued from page 22. 

of Psalms for Double Choir by Rinck, and other valuable 
Organ and Vocal Music which has never been published. 

8th. — Autographs by many of the German Composers. 

9th. — A large Gallery of Portraits, many of which are 
now exceedingly rare. 

In all several thousand volumes. Recently the rare 
and valuable Theological Library of Neander went to 
America; added thereto our transatlantic friends have 
a truly valuable counterpart, and we rejoice that it has 
fallen into such good hands as Mr. Mason, whom we doubt 
not will impart, by his able pen and generosity, its most 
valuable portion to the American people, for whom he has 
done much to cultivate a taste, and enrich their store-house 
of musical knowledge. 

C. F. D. 



TAXES ON KNOWLEDGE. 
The direct Taxes* on this number of 

Musical Times £5 3 10 

Brought forward since January ... 36 7 10 



£41 11 8 

* See details in former numbers — but it must not be 
forgotten that this heavy Tax is on our humble three- 
half-penny periodical. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Provincial. — The Full Scores of Beethoven and Haydn's 
Symphonies are printed, and may be bouglit in London. 

William. — The choice of Recitative or Chorus for the com- 
mencement of an Oratorio must depend on the subject to be 
musically illustrated and the composer' s judgment. 

J. A. S. — Ballads are not suited to the pages of the Musical 
Times. You would do well tostudy music, if you have 
the ambition to be a composer, and compose many things 
before committing one to print. 

A Young Lady who copies music, should remember that 
if every one made MS. copies as she claims to do, the New 
Songs which she considers indispensable would not be 
forthcoming, as the poor composers would never be paid. 
Copyright appears the only way which has yet been con- 
trived to secure to an author remuneration for his work. 
The high price charged by Music-sellers generally, is 
doubtless the immediate cause of MS. copies being made, 
(it is to be noticed that few persons are induced to multi- 
ply a copyright book by manuscript,) and that reducing 
the price of Musical Works would be the effectual mode 
of stopping individual manuscript multiplication. 

Quintin D. * * * will find Schneider's Organ School and his 
Trios the best study for the use of the pedals of an Organ. 
For Gregorian Music apply to our publisher. 

A Schoolmaster will see that his proposal is anticipated by 
Novello' s School Round Book : a copy shall be sent to 
any address he will name. 

aSrief ©hronttit of the last fJlottth. 



Philharmonic Society. — The sixth concert took place 
on the 31st of May. Spohr's Sinfonia No. 2 ; Beethoven's 
in C minor ; an overture (MS.), Cherubini ; Beethoven's 
"Men of Prometheus ; " Concerto, violin, (Mendelssohn) ; 
and a Fantasia on Scotch airs by Joachim, were the instru- 
mental pieces. Sphor's claim to be ranked amongst the 
best symphony writers has long been undisputed — ori- 
ginality and inspiration are both to be found in his D minor 
Symphony : in each movement of this charming compo- 
sition the heart of a musician and the hand of an 
accomplished writer are to be traced. The Symphony in 
C minor has been so frequently heard at these concerts, 



that it would be a marvel, with such a band and such a 
director, did its execution stop very short of perfection. 
The overture by Cherubini, written many years ago for 
this society, has not been performed since its first pro- 
duction : there are some good points in it, but as a whole, 
it is not entitled to much more than a passing notice. 
Madame Clara Novello sang Mozart's song from Figaro, 
" Al Desio," with the most refined taste and expression ; 
nor was she less successful in her treatment of the " Bel 
raggio," from Semiramide; Herr Staudigl also sang two 
songs. — The seventh concert was given on the 14th. 
Mozart's G minor Symphony, and Beethoven's in D, were 
played: the symphony by Mozart has the prestige of 
being his favourite instrumental work — less grand than 
some by the same hand, it is marked by a wondrous flow 
of melody and by simplicity of construction and detail ; 
the difficult symphony by Beethoven received admirable 
treatment. Herr Paner played a pianoforte concerto. 
Madame Castellan, Herr Formes, and Signor Gardoni 
were the vocalists. Mr. Costa conducted. 

New Philharmonic Society. — The fifth concert of this 
society, given at Exeter Hall, on May 29th, proved the 
most attractive of the series. Mendelssohn's Symphony 
in A, No. 2 ; Berlioz's Overture " Les Francs Juges ; " 
Beethoven's " Leonora ; " Weber's " Invitation a la 
Valse," were among the most striking of the instrumental 
music. Besides this, Signor Sivori played a Concerto on 
the violin ; M. Silas his own Concerto (D minor) on the 
pianoforte ; and Miss Louisa Pyne, M. Tedor, and Herr 
Holzel, were the vocalists. The performance of Men- 
delssohn's symphony was faultless — every point was taken 
up with the most unerring precision, and the effect pro- 
duced on the audience was one of unmixed gratification. 
Weber'spopularpianoforte piece has been skilfully arranged 
by Berlioz, and proved a very agreeable finale to the 
concert. Sivori's treatment of Mendelssohn's violin con- 
certo was excellent; in reading and execution nothing 
could surpass it. Miss Louisa Pyne sang a song by Smart 
from a MS. opera, with artistic feeling ; the song is one 
of more than ordinary merit. The last concert (the sixth) 
took place on the 9th of June. The first part consisted of 
Beethoven's Choral Symphony — the second time of its 
performance at this series of concerts; the great success 
which attended its first introduction warranted its repe- 
tition : the solo parts were sung with fine taste by Madame 
Clara Novello, Miss Williams, Herr Reichart and Staudigl . 
The first-named artist was encored in a soprano air 
which formed part of a selection from Dr. Wylde's Can- 
tata, "Prayer and Praise." The Jubilee Overture, by 
Weber, brought an excellent concert to a close. We 
have elsewhere referred to the achievements and prospects 
of this society. 

Royal Academy op Music— The third concert of the 
season was given on the 5th. The compositions by the 
pupils were of a highly creditable character — an Overture 
by Mr. Banister, a Part-song by Miss Rowe, and a MS. 
Song by Miss Spratt, each gave evidence of musical talent. 
Of course, these reunions are held for the encouragement 
of the students, whose energies are stimulated more by a 
prospect of hearing their works performed in public, than 
to give occasion to critical analysis. Amongst the pieces, 
the execution of which called for remark, the most perfect 
was a Madrigal by Waelrent, sung with full effect ; indeed 
that kind of feeling and judgment was infused into it, 
which alone renders madrigal singing acceptable. The 

vocalists generally exhibited the effects of good tuition 

most of them under the able guidance of Mr. Crivelli have 
ample opportunity, combined with talent and perseverance, 
of asserting their claim to public favour. 

Concerts.— Among the most attractive concerts which 
occupy the attention of the public at this season, Miss 
BAssano and Herr Kiihe should be recorded. Madame 
Clara Novello (who was received with enthusiasm, and 
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who repeated by general demand, " Bonnie Prince 
Charlie " ), Jetty Treffz, Herr Reiohart, and several of the 
elite of the performing members of the profession, were 
engaged. The playing of Herr Kuhe and the singing of 
Miss Bassano received ample testimony of the satisfaction 
felt by the audience. — Mr. Brinley Richards's concert 
was well attended on the 16th. His programme was one 
of first-rate excellence. — Mr. Frank Bodda hag also 
brought his friends together ; we were gratified to observe 
the great amount of patronage extended to this rising 
musician. — Miss Emma Busby gave a soiree on the 11th, 
and M. Szekele\ a matinfee musicale on the 15th. — The 
annual concert of Miss Binfried Williams was held on 
the 18th, in the presence of a numerous audience. As a 
rising English artist \, Miss Williams is entitled to high 
consideration. Herr Joachim, and Gollmich, and Kloss, 
are also among the concert-givers. The briefness with 
which we have noticed concerts is rendered necessary 
by the number that usually take place at the close of the 
season. We hope to be able to afford more space for their 
treatment in future. 

Philanthropic Musical Society. — A meeting of this 
society took place on the 9th of June, at the Bedford 
Booms, Bedford-street, Strand. Mr. Manley in the chair. 
The Chairman acquainted the meeting that he was 
deputed by the Committee of the Metropolitan Classic 
Harmonic Society to state, that that Society would cease 
to exist, and the Philanthrophic Musical Society would 
be established in its place. In his address he adverted to 
the pleasure and improvement arising from the practice of 
music, and pointed out the lofty purpose to which it was 
proposed to apply the proceeds of the society's concerts ; 
he also stated that Mr. George Perry would be the con- 
ductor, and that the meetings would be held at the above- 
mentioned rooms every Wednesday evening. 

Oxford Grand Commemoration. — A performance of 
Sacred Music took place on the afternoon of the 22nd, in 
the theatre of the University, consisting of a selection from 
Mendelssohn's Oratorio of St. Paul; and also from the 
sacred conpositions of Spohr, Haydn, Handel, Cherubini, 
and Rossini. The vocal part of the performance was 
placed in the custody of Madame Clara Novello, Miss 
Messent, and Miss M. Williams ; Mr. Sims Reeves, Mr. 
Lockey, and Herr Staudigl. The judicious selection of 
vocal performers to interpret the programme could not fail 
to render the meeting one of a distinguished character. 
The choruses were full and effective, and the arrange- 
ments generally gave the completest satisfaction. On the 
22rd, the orations were delivered — the successful com- 
petitors in the arts of Latin and English composition 
reciting their productions from their respective pulpits. In 
the afternoon a concert was given, from which Madlle 
Cruvelli was absent " without leave," Madlle. Clauss, the 
Bohemian pianiste, being substituted. 

The Norwich Philharmonic Society. — The twenty- 
fourth concert of this society was given on the 8th of June, 
under the direction of Mr. Harcourt. The works of Mr. 
H. H. Pierson, and Dr. Bexfield, formed prominent fea- 
tures in the programme. Haydn's Sinfonia, No. 1, and 
Mozart's Jupiter, were played. The concert gave general 
satisfaction. The subscription for the testimonial to Mr. 
Howlett is now closed. 

_ Dundee. — The Philharmonic Society's first concert was 
given on the evening of Friday, June the 11th, in the 
Theatre Royal. The arrangements were tasteful, and the 
orchestra and chorus very complete. Mr. L. Spindler was 
the conductor. The choruses from Auber's celebrated 
opera of Massaniello were the principal attractions of the 
evening ; they were all encored. 

Beccles. — A concert was given by the Choral Society 
here, in aid of the funds of the Beccles Dispensary ; after 
all the expenses were paid, the sum of ten guineas was 
handed to the charity. 



West Ham.— Mrs. De Levante, organist of the Abbey 
Church, and pianist to the West Ham Choral Society, 
gave an evening concert on the 15th of June, to an 
audience including the clergy and principal inhabitants of 
the vicinity. The programme possessed many gems from 
the great masters, well rendered by Mrs. John Roe, Mrs. 
Dixon, Miss Champion, Messrs. Becket, De Levante, 
Fielding, Martin, (Clarionet) and Mr. P. De Levante. 
Mr. Perry gave his service with the baton, managing with 
great ability the chorus, who contributed much to the tout 
ensemble. 

Drury Lane. — The announcement that Madame Clara 
Novello would appear at this theatre on Monday (June 14,) 
as Amina, in the English version of the " Somnambula," the 
Elvino being Mr. Sims Reeves, for whose benefit the per- 
formance was given, attracted a very full audience ; ad- 
ditional interest being created by the return of Benedict 
after his transatlantic trip with Jenny Lind, and after 
circumstances of domestic affliction that enlisted for the 
respected composer and pianist the deepest sympathy. A 
small but efficient orchestra, with Tolbecque as leader, and 
a select chorus from the Royal Italian Opera, had been en- 
gaged ; and Benedict's entrance as conductor was hailed 
with much cheering. The reception of Madame Clara 
Novello was also very euthusiastic, but the applause warmed 
into a furore before the opera was terminated. Her acting 
was simple, natural, graceful, touching, and essentially de- 
licate and feminine. There were no spasmodic efforts to 
render Amina a Lady Macbeth, and there were no screaming 
exertions to distort the melodies of the composer into ear- 
splitting bravuras. Madame Clara Novello employed the 
noble soprano organ with which nature has gifted her, and 
which is one of the finest voices in the world, to interpret 
the composer's gushing melodies with truly sympathetic 
sentiment and feeling. The audience heard, in fact, a 
voice and not an instrument ; and wherever the text was 
embellished, thoroughly artistic and appropriate was the 
embroidery. This truly musician-like mode of treating 
the music of Amina made its way irresistibly to the hearts 
of the delighted hearers ; and never did the rondo finale 
excite greater rapture, and produce a more genuine and 
spontaneous demand for repetition, followed by a special 
ovation at the fall of the curtain. If national opera had 
any chance of revival, what a treasure would English art 
have in Madame Novello as the prima donna ; but we 
presume that one of the Italian establishments in London 
will eventually carry off the prize, if the possession of one 
of the most exquisitely-toned voices be considered as an 
essential quality for a leading vocalist. The " Som- 
nambula" was followed by Gay's "Beggar's Opera," in 
which Mrs. Sims Reeves appeared as Polly, and Mr. Sims 
Reeves as Captain Macheath. — Illustrated London News. 

Mandancini, a well-known Italian musical theorist, died 
recently at Genoa. 

Hoxton. — On Monday, the 22nd of June, a lecture on 
Congregational Music was delivered at Buttesland-street 
Chapel, by Mr. J. Smith. The Chorale, the Chant, and 
the Anthem, were very creditably illustrated by members 
of the choral class attached to the congregation, and a 
numerous and attentive audience evinced that a desire for 
an improved style of psalmody is obtaining in the small 
Dissenting communities. 

Society of British Musicians. — At a meeting of this 
society, held on the 24th, the following gentlemen were 
elected to act as committee-men for the year ensuing :— 
Messrs. Coote, F. Eames, Clinton, Stephens, Graves, 
Horsley, Thirlwall, Weslake, and Guest. 

Royal Society of Musicians.— The late benefit-concert 
in aid of this admirable charity was of a more profitable 
kind than those of former years, and a similar result 
attended the anniversary dinner. 

Choral Fund. — The annual benefit-concert of this 
excellent charity will take place on the 2nd of July. 



